
 
 

J.D. Gutierrez 
Worthy Grand Knight 

 

 

March 27, 2020 

 

Worthy Brother,  

I hope you and your family are staying healthy and safe during this crisis.  I need to bring an important 

matter to your attention regarding your membership dues.  Your membership dues are currently in 

arrears. This is not uncommon.  Life happens.  We understand that circumstances can change 

including the desire to remain an active member of the Knights of Columbus.  However, we need your 

help.   

The Retention Committee has tried repeatedly to contact you to determine if you want to remain a 

member, whether in our council or another council.  They have been unable to connect with you.  

There are numerous reasons why members stop paying their membership dues.  We don’t want to 

lose you as a member. Our goal is to retain you as a member of our council.  However, if you choose, 

we can also help expedite your resignation from the council so that we can stop unwanted emails or 

phone calls. Please review the Frequently Asked Questions on the next page and help us resolve your 

membership status.  No matter the circumstance we want to make this a seamless process for all 

involve. 

Please contact me or the Financial Secretary Greg Schockling through email, phone or letter so that 

we can resolve this issue as soon as possible.  With humble regards I remain 

Your fraternal steward, 

 

J.D. Gutierrez 

Grand Knight  

Rev. John T. Weyer Council# 11343 

St. Laurence Catholic Church 

Sugar Land 

 

832-490-7574 

Gutijoed3371@aol.com 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

I’ve tried to cover some of the most essential reasons why annual dues are important to maintain with 
this list of Frequently Asked Questions. 
 

1. How much are annual dues? 

At our council, annual dues are $40.00 except for Honorary members who shall pay the sum of State and Supreme 

per capita charges.  Honorary Life members pay no dues.  

 

2. If I am in arrears with dues but still want to remain a member, what can I do?   

If you want to remain a member  we can work with you to bring your dues status current.  Contact the Financial 

Secretary. His number is at the bottom of this letter. 

 

3. What if I moved or plan to move to another parish but want to remain a Knight, can I transfer? 

If you want to remain a knight and transfer to another council, we can help with providing you a Form 100 to give 

to the next council. You will still go through an admission process with that council.  Before we start the process, 

we still need to work together to get your membership status to “GOOD STANDING”.  

 

4. What if I don’t want to remain a member, can I resign? 

If you don’t want to remain a member, we still need your help.  Unfortunately, Supreme Council has restrictions and 

guidelines on how we manage membership.  We are not allowed to remove a member from our council rolls without 

a express written letter of resignation from the member.  The letter only needs to request resignation from the 

council membership. The letter can be a few sentences (one paragraph) and be sent via email to the Financial 

Secretary. Although helpful, you don’t need to explain the reason for the resignation.  

 

Example: “Effective immediately, I formally submit my resignation from the Knights of Columbus. Please process 

my resignation from the council membership. Signed John Doe” 

 

5. Why does the Retention Committee keep trying to contact me?   

The Retention Committee’s objective is to call and remind members to pay their annual dues so that their 

membership doesn’t become delinquent.  They also provide guidance on how members can get their membership 

back to good standing and keep their continuous years of service intact. 

 

6. If I stop paying dues, how does that affect my membership? 

Your membership continues but your member status will be downgraded to delinquent.  While “delinquent”, a 

member is unable to transfer to another council. You are also unable to attend member meetings without a current 

membership card.  You cannot run for a leadership Officer position nor become a council delegate if you are a 

delinquent in your membership. 

 

7. If I resign from the council how can that affect me if I choose to join again later? 

If a member decides to resign from the council, their years of continuous service will be nullified.  If you choose to 

rejoin later (and it happens), you will restart your service as a new member.  Why is this important to know? Because 

I have seen members who voided years of continuous service that cannot be applied for Honorary Membership or 

Honorary Life membership status when they rejoined.  This is one of the goals of the Retention Committee: to keep 

a member’s continuous years of service intact. 

 

8. If I just stop paying dues, doesn’t that drop me from the council rolls? 

There is a misunderstanding that if a member stops paying dues, they will automatically be dropped from the 

membership rolls.  With other organizations that may be common practice but not with the Knights of Columbus.   

Without a letter, we are obligated to continue to contact the member and pay his dues from our budget to State 

and Supreme Council. 

 

9. Why is it important to maintain consistent annual dues payments to the council? 

A portion of the annual dues are used to subsidize State and Supreme per Capita cost (Dues).  When a member 

fails to make a dues payment the council is still obligated to cover the Per Capita portion to Supreme and State 

Council from the council budget every year.  The council budget is not intended for this purpose.  The funds are 

intended to cover operating costs and fund charitable causes.   

 

  



 

 

10. How do multiple years of dues in arrears affect a council? 

Good question.  We currently have about 29 members over 2 years in arrears and others 2 years or less. Some 

members are 7 years in arrears. The problem is this is growing at an alarming rate – the number of people in arrears 

and the number of years in arrears. The council had to pay state and supreme per capita for each member each 

year. This means the council has to continuously raise funds and use funds intended for charity and operating 

expenses to pay state and supreme.  

 

11. What if I have a hardship that keeps me from working but I want to remain a member?   

There are cases where certain hardships such as a job loss, disability, special medical conditions can warrant a 

special waiver.  The member can still remain a member and the dues are waived.  If this is your case, we need to 

1) know the circumstance of the hardship and 2) determine eligibility.  Either way we need to work together to get 

a waiver.  Waivers are considered case by case and not guaranteed.   

 

12. What if I have a hardship but I want this to remain confidential? 

All hardship information is held in strict confidentiality between the Grand Knight and Financial Secretary. In some 

cases, the Retention Committee is included when the hardship is discovered by the retention committee through 

phone calls. In that case, the Grand Knight and Financial Secretary will take the lead on how to handle the case.  

However, members do not need to divulge the specific hardship to a committee member. They can request to speak 

directly to the Grand Knight or Financial Secretary regarding the matter.   

 

13. Who do I contact to get my membership dues up to date or if I have questions? 

You can contact the Financial Secretary Greg Schockling at gschockling@aol.com or call at 832-588-4021 to get 

help with due payments.  If you have questions, you can contact Greg or myself, JD Gutierrez Grand Knight, at 

Gutijoed3371@aol.com, 832-490-7574. 
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